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MS635. RENEWING THE CHURCH FOR MISSION 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
This course focuses on the recurring phenomenon of renewal in the church as a key aspect of a biblical and 
contemporary ecclesiology. It seeks an understanding of the work of the Holy Spirit in renewing the church, 
drawing from biblical foundations, historical models, and contemporary examples of congregational renewal 
and renewal movements. Application is made especially to the life of the local congregation. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
 1. To help students develop a biblical and practical ecclesiology. 
 2. To help students appreciate how God has worked historically in renewing the church. 
 3. To impart hope for congregational vitality today. 
 4. To provide practical insights into the dynamics of congregational health. 
 5. To provide a forum for discussion of issues of church renewal. 
 6. To introduce students to important resources on church renewal. 
 7. To help students develop into leaders in church renewal. 
 
STRUCTURE OF COURSE 
 
 We will follow the topics as listed on the schedule, below, interweaving biblical, historical, and 
contemporary perspectives. Readings are assigned to cover material which, for the most part, we won't have 
time to deal with fully in class. Classes will be a combination of lecture and discussion, with some videos. 
 
TEXTBOOKS  
 
Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire, by Brian Walsh and Sylvia Keesmaat. InterVarsity, 2004.  
233 pp. 
The Community of the King (rev. ed.), by Howard Snyder. InterVarsity, 2004. 220 pp. 
An Emergent Theology for Emerging Churches, by Ray S. Anderson. InterVarsity, 2007; 227 pp. 
If Jesus Were Mayor: How Your Local church Can Transform Your Community, by Bob Moffitt with Karla 
Tesch. Monarch, 2006. 362 pp. 
 
 (The following books are recommended for more in-depth reading, but not required: 
 The Great Giveaway, by Steve Fitch 
 Signs of the Spirit: How God Reshapes the Church, by Howard Snyder 
The Other Six Days, by R. Paul Stevens) 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
 
 In addition to class participation, each class member is expected to complete the following requirements: 
 
 1. Pre-Intensive Assignment (Due Dec. 31, 2007): The assignment consists of two parts: 
a. Read Community of the King (Snyder) and Colossians Remixed (Walsh & Keesmaat). Submit a one-
page report simply indicating that the reading has been completed, and total number of pages read. 
b. Write a ten to fifteen page paper (double-spaced) which: 
1) discusses two topics or themes found in either or both of these two books; 
2) identifies and briefly discusses biblical passages of relevance to these two topics; and 
3) discusses the significance of these topics in your current context of ministry. 
 
2. Reflection Paper of approximately five pages (double-spaced) due on January 25. This should discuss 
your reflections and learnings regarding one or more topics dealt with in class during the week. This is not 
a research paper. 
 
   
3. Post-Intensive Assignment (Due Feb. 28, 2008): This assignment also consists of two parts: 
a. Read An Emergent Theology for Emerging Churches (Anderson) and If Jesus Were Mayor (Moffitt). 
Submit a one-page report simply indicating that the reading has been completed, and total number of 
pages read. 
b. Complete a major project, which may be any one of the following: a research paper, case study, 
ministry project, strategy plan, or other form of project. Projects may be done individually or in groups 
of two or three. Some suggested topics: 
  Biblical principles of church renewal 
  Analysis of a particular renewal movement 
  Comparative analysis of two or more movements 
  Study of a contemporary church or movement 
  Planning for congregational renewal 
  Beginning or strengthening small groups in the congregation 
  Identifying and using spiritual gifts 
  Analysis of a particular factor in renewal, viewed biblically and/or historically 
  Preaching/teaching for renewal 
  Theology of renewal 
  Strategies for renewal 
  Biblical models for renewal 
  Music as a factor in renewal 
  A plan for building community in the church  
The nature of this project will be discussed and decided upon during the week of classes. 
 
Format of project report: 10–30 page paper (double-spaced). Length will vary, depending on the type 
of project. Research papers will tend to be longer; reports on projects in ministry will tend to be 
shorter, but will fully document the project. Include reference notes (footnotes or endnotes) as 
appropriate, and bibliography. A permissible alternative is to submit the project in video form. 
 
INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 
“It is the policy of Asbury Theological Seminary to use inclusive or non-sexist language in all Seminary 
publications, literature and communications” (Statement of Inclusive Language, ATS Website). This should be 
reflected also in students’ written assignments, in all generic references to human beings—e.g., “humanity” or 
“humankind” rather than “mankind”; “her/his” or “their” rather than “him.” It is appropriate to refer generically 
to a person (human being) as “her,” “him,” or “their.” While cultural issues and sensitivities obviously enter 
here, in current U.S. English terms such as “man” and “mankind” are understood by many as excluding women, 
whatever the intent. So for theological and missiological reasons it is better to be inclusive. (See the seminary 
website for the policy statement and guidelines.) 
 
EVALUATION 
 
 There will be no final examination. In grading, the course components will be weighted approximately as 
follows: Class participation (25%), Pre-Intensive Project (30%), reflection papers (15%), major project (30%). 
 
   
 
SCHEDULE FOR WEEK OF CLASSES 
 
Tuesday, Jan. 22 
 
INTRODUCTION: RENEWAL, REVIVAL, REFORMATION 
 
MODELS OF THE CHURCH AND CHURCH RENEWAL 
     
RENEWAL: BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES 
 
Wednesday, Jan. 23 
 
THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 
 
THE CHURCH AS LIVING ORGANISM 
 
CHURCH RENEWAL MOVEMENTS: HISTORY 
 
Thursday, Jan. 24 
 
CHURCH RENEWAL MOVEMENTS: PRINCIPLES 
 
THE ECOLOGY OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
THE GIFTED, MINISTERING COMMUNITY  
 
SOME CONTEMPORARY MODELS 
 
Friday, Jan. 25 
 
LEADERSHIP FOR RENEWAL 
 
STRUCTURING FOR RENEWAL 
 
RENEWAL AND THE REIGN OF GOD 
   
BIBLIOGRAPHY – Renewing the Church for Mission 
 
*Especially recommended. SEE IN ADDITION recent issues of Revitalization, bulletin of the Center for the 
Study of World Christian Revitalization Movements (Asbury Seminary) and significant books recommended 
there. 
 
INTRODUCTION/FOUNDATIONS 
 
Anderson, Ray. Ministry on the Fireline. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993. 
 
*Banks, Robert. Paul's Idea of Community. Rev. ed. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1994. 
 
Bilezikian, Gilbert. Community 101: Reclaiming the Church as Community of Oneness. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1997. 
 
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Life Together. New York: Harper & Row, 1954. 
 
Brauch, Manfred T. Toward the Renewal of the Church: A Biblical Perspective. Valley Forge, PA: Office of 
Evangelism, 1988. 
 
Brunner, Emil. The Misunderstanding of the Church. Trans. Harold Knight. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 
1953. 
 
Budde, Michael L., and Robert W. Brimlow, eds., The Church as Counterculture. Albany, NY: State University 
of New York Press, 2000. Includes essays by Rodney Clapp, Walter Brueggeman, Stanley Hauerwas, and 
others. 
 
Carothers, J. Edward. The Paralysis of Mainstream Protestant Leadership. Nashville: Abingdon, 1990. 
 
Clapp, Rodney. A Peculiar People: The Church as Culture in a Post-Christian Society. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 1996. 
 
Costa, Donna M. The Ministry of God's People. Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 1991. 
 
Dawn, Marva J. A Royal “Waste” of Time: The Splendor of Worshiping God and Being Church for the World. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. 
 
Drane, John. The McDonaldization of the Church: Consumer Culture and the Church’s Future. Macon, GA: 
Smyth & Helwys, 2001. 
 
Driver, John. Images of the Church in the Mission. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1997. 
 
Dulles, Avery. Models of the Church. New York: Doubleday, 1974. Expanded ed., 1987. 
 
Elbert, Paul, ed. Faces of Renewal: Studies in Honor of Stanley M. Horton. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1988. 
 
*Fee, Gordon D. “Laos and Leadership Under the New Covenant.” Crux, 25:4. December, 1989. Pp. 3–13. 
 
Franklin, Robert Michael. Liberating Visions: Human Fulfillment and Social Justice in African-American 
Thought. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1990. 
 
Getz, Gene A. Building Up One Another. Wheaton, IL: Victor, 1976. 
 
Gibbs, Eddie, and Ryan K. Bolger. Emerging Churches; Creating Christian Community in Postmodern 
Cultures. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005.  
   
Giles, Kevin. Patterns of Ministry among the First Christians. Melbourne, Australia: Collins Dove, 1989. 
 
Girard, Robert C. My Weakness: His Strength: The Personal Face of Renewal. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981. 
 
Guder, Darrell L. The Continuing Conversion of the Church. Gospel and Our Culture Series. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2000. 
 
Guder, Darrell L., ed. Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America. Gospel and 
Our Culture Series. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 
*Gunton, Colin E. The Promise of Trinitarian Theology. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1991, 1993. 
 
Greenleaf, Robert K. Servant Leadership. New York: Paulist Press, 1977. 
 
Greenleaf, Robert K. The Servant as Religious Leader. Peterborough, NH: Windy Row Press, 1982. 
 
Hanson, Paul D. The People Called: The Growth of Community in the Bible. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 
1986, 1987. 
 
Healy, Nicholas M. Church, World and the Christian Life: Practical-Prophetic Ecclesiology. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
 
Hendrix, John, and Lloyd Householder, eds. The Equipping of Disciples. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1977. 
 
Hauerwas, Stanley, and William H. Willimon. Resident Aliens: Life in the Christian Colony. Nashville: 
Abingdon, 1989. 
 
Kärkkäinen, Veli-Matti. An Introduction to Ecclesiology: Ecumenical, Historical and Global Perspectives. 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2002. 
 
Kinghorn, Kenneth. Gifts of the Spirit. Nashville: Abingdon, 1976. 
 
Kornfield, David. Church Renewal: A Handbook for Christian Leaders. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989. 
 
*Küng, Hans. “The Charismatic Structure of the Church.” The Church and Ecumenism, Vol. 4 of Concilium. 
Paulist, 1965. Pp. 41–61. 
 
Leffel, Gregory. “Churches in the Mode of Mission: Toward a Missional Model of the Church.” Chapter 5 in 
Howard A. Snyder, ed., Global Good News: Mission in a New Context. Nashville: Abingdon, 2001. Pp. 
65–95. 
 
*Lovelace, Richard F. Dynamics of Spiritual Life: An Evangelical Theology of Renewal. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 1979. 
 
Mallone, George. Furnace of Renewal. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1981. 
 
Marshall, Michael. The Gospel Connection: A Study in Evangelism for the 90s. Harrisburg, PA: Morehouse 
Publishing, 1990. 
 
Mitchell, Ron. Organic Faith: A Call to Authentic Christianity. Chicago, IL: Cornerstone Press, 2000. A call to 
renewal by a United Methodist African American author. 
 
Moltmann, Jürgen. The Open Church: Invitation to a Messianic Lifestyle. London: SCM, 1978. 
 
Newbigin, Lesslie. The Household of God. Lectures on the Nature of the Church. New York: Friendship Press, 
1954. 
 
   
Ogden, Greg. The New Reformation: Returning the Ministry to the People of God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1990. 
 
Peck, George, and John S. Hoffman, eds. The Laity in Ministry. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1984. 
 
Pinnock, Clark H. Three Keys to Spiritual Renewal. Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1985. 
 
Regele, Mike, with Mark Schulz. Death of the Church. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 
 
Richards, Lawrence. Lay Ministry: Empowering the People of God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988. 
 
Rowthorn, Anne. The Liberation of the Laity. Wilton, CT: Morehouse-Barlow, 1986. 
 
Schaller, Lyle E. Discontinuity and Hope: Radical Change and the Path to the Future. Nashville: Abingdon, 
1999. 
 
Schwarz, Christian A. Natural Church Development: A Guide to Eight Essential Qualities of Healthy Churches. 
Carol Stream, IL: ChurchSmart Resources, 1996. 
 
*Schwarz, Christian A. Paradigm Shift in the Church: How Natural Church Development Can Transform 
Theological Thinking. Carol Stream, IL: ChurchSmart Resources, 1999. 
 
Shelley, Bruce, and Marshall Shelley. The Consumer Church. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1992. 
 
Simpson, James D. Ordained to Minister: Every Christian's Purpose for Being. Cleveland, TN: Pentecostal 
Institute of Church Growth, 1989. 
 
*Smith, Christian. Going to the Root: Nine Proposals for Radical Church Renewal. Scottdale, PA: Herald 
Press, 1992. 
 
Smith, Hannah Whitall. The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life. New York: Fleming H. Revell (various 
editions). 
 
Snyder, Howard A. “The Energies of Church Renewal.” Journal of Theology, 1989. Pp. 37–47. 
 
Snyder, Howard A. Kingdom, Church, and World: Biblical Themes for Today. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 
2002. (Republication of A Kingdom Manifesto [Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1985].) 
 
Snyder, Howard A. Liberating the Church. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1983; Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 
1998. 
 
Snyder, Howard A. Models of the Kingdom. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1991; Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 
2001. 
 
Snyder, Howard A. The Problem of Wineskins. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1975. Rev. ed., Radical 
Renewal: The Problem of Wineskins Today. Houston, TX: Touch Publications, 1996. This updated edition 
includes chapter 3 from Liberating the Church. 
 
Snyder, Howard A., with Daniel V. Runyon. Decoding the Church: Mapping the DNA of Christ’s Body. Grand 
Rapids: Baker Books, 2002. 
 
Updegraff-Spleth, Ann, and William Chris Hobgood. The Congregation: Sign of Hope. St. Louis: CBP Press, 
1989. 
 
Van Gelder, Craig. The Essence of the Church. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2000. 
 
   
Visser 't Hooft, W. A. The Renewal of the Church. London: SCM Press, 1956. 
 
Volf, Miroslav. After Our Likeness: The Church as the Image of the Trinity. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 
314 pp. 
 
Walker, Christopher. Seeking Relevant Churches for the 21
st
 Century. Melbourne, Australia: JBCE Books, 
1997. 
 
Washington, Preston R. God's Transforming Spirit: Black Church Renewal. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 
1988. 
 
Watson, David. I Believe in the Church. London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1978. 
 
*Webber, Robert. The Majestic Tapestry. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988. 
 
Werning, Waldo J. Renewal for the 21st Century Church. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1988. 
 
*White, John. When the Spirit Comes with Power. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1988. 
 
Wilke, Richard B. Signs and Wonders: The Mighty Work of God in the Church. Nashville: Abingdon, 1989. 
 
*Yoder, John Howard. The Fullness of Christ: Paul's Vision of Universal Ministry. Elgin, IL: Brethren Press, 
1987. 
 
 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES 
 
Baker, Derek, ed. Renaissance and Renewal in Christian History. Oxford, England: Blackwell, 1977. 
 
*Bloesch, Donald G. Wellsprings of Renewal. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974.  
 
Cairns, Earle E. An Endless Line of Splendor: Revivals and Their Leaders from the Great Awakening to the 
Present. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 1986. 
 
Callen, Barry L. Radical Christianity: The Believers Church Tradition in Christianity’s History and Future. 
Nappanee, IN: Evangel Publishing House, 1999. 
 
*Chenu, Marie-Dominique. Nature, Man, and Society in the Twelfth Century. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 
1968. 
 
Christian History, 8:3. 1989. Entire issue is devoted to “Spiritual Awakenings in North America.” 
 
Chadwick, Owen. The Mind of the Oxford Movement. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1967. 
 
Clarke, Andrew D. Serve the Community of the Church: Christians as Leaders and Ministers. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2000. 
 
Cook, Harold R. Historic Patterns of Church Growth. Chicago: Moody, 1971. 
 
Donovan, Vincent. Christianity Rediscovered. Orbis, 1978. 
 
Faivre, Alexandre. The Emergence of the Laity in the Early Church. Trans. David Smith. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist 
Press, 1990. 
 
Fernández-Armesto, Felipe, and Derek Wilson. Reformations: A Radical Interpretation of Christianity and the 
World (1500–2000). New York: Scribner, 1996. 
   
 
Foster, Richard J. Streams of Living Water: Celebrating the Great Traditions of Christian Faith. New York: 
HarperSanFrancisco, 1998. Discusses the contributions the of what Foster labels the Contemplative, 
Holiness, Charismatic, Social Justice, Evangelical, and Incarnational (sacramental) traditions to the life of 
the church. 
 
Fluker, Walter E. They Look for a City: A Comparative Analysis of the Ideal of Community in the Thought of 
Howard Thurman and Martin Luther King, Jr. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1989. 
 
Green, Michael. Evangelism in the Early Church. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970. 
 
Hummel, Charles E. Fire in the Fireplace: Contemporary Charismatic Renewal. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 1978. 
 
Jackson, Dave. Coming Together. Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, 1978.  
 
Jay, Eric C. The Church: Its Changing Image through Twenty Centuries. Atlanta: John Knox, 1978. 
 
Johnson, Paul E. African American Christianity: Essay in History. Los Angeles, CA: University of California 
Press, 1994. 
 
Kirk, James. Patterns of Reform: Continuity and Change in the Reformation Kirk. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 
1990. 
 
Kydd, Ronald A. N. Charismatic Gifts in the Early Church. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1984. 
 
Lincoln, C. Eric, and Lawrence H. Mamiya. The Black Church in the African American Experience. Durham, 
NC: Duke University Press, 1990. 
 
MacMullen, Ramsay. Christianizing the Roman Empire A.D. 100–400. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 
1984. 
 
McNeill, John T. Modern Christian Movements. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1954. 
 
*McNicholas, Patricia. “A Study of the Charism of Angela Merici and a Comparison with the Ursuline Sisters 
of Youngstown and Cleveland.” D.Min. Research Paper, United Theological Seminary, 1990. 47 pp. 
 
Mellis, Charles J. Committed Communities: Fresh Streams for World Missions. Pasadena, CA: Wm. Carey 
Library, 1976. 
 
Murray, Robert H. Group Movements through the Ages. London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1935. 
 
Olin, John C. The Catholic Reformation: Savonarola to Ignatius Loyola. New York: Fordham University Press, 
1992. 
 
Pohl, Christine D. Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1999. 
 
Raboteau, Albert. Slave Religion: The “Invisible Institution” in the Antebellum South. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1978. 
 
Rausch, Thomas P. Radical Christian Communities. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1990. 
 
Richard, Pablo. Death of Christendoms, Birth of the Church: Historical Analysis and Theological Interpretation 
of the Church in Latin America. Trans. Philip Berryman. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1987. 
 
   
Russell, Paul A. Lay Theology in the Reformation: Popular Pamphleteers in Southwest Germany 1521–1525. 
Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1986. 
 
*Shaw, S[olomon] B. The Great Revival in Wales. Chicago: S. B. Shaw, 1905. Repr.: Salem, OH: Allegheny 
Publications, 1988. 
 
Sikorska, Grazyna. Light and Life: Renewal in Poland. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989. 
 
Smith, Amanda Berry. An Autobiography: Mrs. Amanda Smith, the Colored Evangelist, Containing an Account 
of Her Life Work of Faith, Her Travels in America, England, Scotland, India and Africa as an Independent 
Missionary. Chicago, IL: 1891. 
 
Snyder, Howard A. The Divided Flame: Wesleyans and the Charismatic Movement. Grand Rapids: Francis 
Asbury Press, Zondervan, 1986. 
 
*Snyder, Howard A. Liberating the Church: The Ecology of Church and Kingdom. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 1983. 
 
Snyder, Howard A. The Radical Wesley and Patterns of Church Renewal. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 
1980; Zondervan, 1987. 
 
*Snyder, Howard A. Signs of the Spirit: How God Reshapes the Church. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1989. 
 
*Spener, Philip Jacob. Pia Desideria (1675). Philadelphia: Fortress, 1964. 
 
Stapp, Phil. “The Restoration Movement: An Historical Overview.” D. Min. Research Paper, Fuller Theological 
Seminary, 1989. 45 pp. 
 
Wagner, C. Peter. Look Out! The Pentecostals are Coming. Carol Stream, IL: Creation House, 1973. 
 
Wilson, Carl. With Christ in the School of Disciple Building. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1976. 
 
 
INTERPRETIVE FRAMEWORKS 
 
Allen, Roland. The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church (1927). Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1962. 
 
Beckham, William A. Redefining Revival: Biblical Patterns for Missions, Evangelism and Growth. Houston, 
TX: Touch Publications, 2000. 
 
Berry, Wendell. The Gift of Good Land. North Point Press, 1981. 
 
Clark, Stephen. Unordained Elders and Renewal Communities. New York: Paulist, 1976. 
 
Durnbaugh, Donald F. The Believers' Church: The History and Character of Radical Protestantism. New York: 
Macmillan, 1986.  
 
Frost, Michael, and Alan Hirsch. The Shaping of Things to Com: Innovation and Mission for the 21st-Century 
Church. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2003. 
 
Getz, Gene A. Sharpening the Focus of the Church, rev. ed. Wheaton, IL: Victor, 1984. 
 
Hopewell, James F. Congregation: Stories and Structures. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1987. 
 
Kelley, Dean M. Why Conservative Churches are Growing. New York: Harper and Row, 1972. Especially pp. 
47–77, 174–79. The classic analysis of why mainline Protestantism declined in the 1960s and 1970s. 
   
Reissued, 1995, by Mercer Univ. Press. 
 
Kraft, Charles H. Christianity in Culture. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1979. Especially pp. 360–87. 
 
Kreider, Alan. Journey Towards Holiness: A Way of Living for God's Nation. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 
1987. 
 
Kuhn, Thomas S. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, 2nd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970. 
 
Littell, Franklin H. The Origins of Sectarian Protestantism. New York: Macmillan, 1952, 1964. 
 
McLaren, Brian D. The Story We Find Ourselves In: Further Adventures of a New Kind of Christian. San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2003. 
 
Messer, Donald E. Contemporary Images of Christian Ministry. Nashville: Abingdon, 1989. 
 
Rifkin, Jeremy. Entropy: Into the Greenhouse World. Rev. ed. New York: Bantam, 1989. 
 
*Schumacher, E. F. Small is Beautiful: Economics As If People Mattered. New York: Harper and Row, 1973. 
Especially pp. 53–75. 
 
White, John. When the Spirit Comes with Power: Signs and Wonders among God's People. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 1988. 
 
*Winter, Ralph D. “The Two Structures of God's Redemptive Mission.” Missiology, 2:1 (January 1974), pp. 
121–39. 
 
 
PRACTICAL MODELS 
 
Anderson, Leith. A Church for the 21st Century. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1992. 
 
Banks, Robert and Julia. The Church Comes Home: A New Base for Community and Mission. Sutherland, 
NSW, Australia: Albatross Books, 1989. (Rev. ed. of The Home Church, 1986.) 
 
Banister, Doug. The Word and Power Church: What Happens When a Church Experiences All God Has to 
Offer? Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999. 
 
Baranowski, Arthur R. Creating Small Faith Communities: A Plan for Restructuring the Parish and Renewing 
Catholic Life. Cincinnati: St. Anthony Messenger Press, 1988. 
 
Barker, Steve, et al. Good Things Come in Small Groups: The Dynamics of Good Group Life. Downers Grove, 
IL: InterVarsity Press, 1985. 
 
*Barreiro, Alvaro. Basic Ecclesial Communities: The Evangelization of the Poor. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1982. 
 
*Barrett, Lois. Building the House Church. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1986.  
 
Bax, Josephine. The Good Wine: Spiritual Renewal in the Church of England. London: Church House 
Publishing, 1986. (On forming small-group communities.) 
 
Beckham, William A. The Second Reformation: Reshaping the Church for the 21st Century. Houston, TX: 
Touch Publications, 1995. 253 pp. A biblical, theological, and practical presentation of the cell church 
model. 
 
Birkey, Del. The House Church: A Model for Renewing the Church. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1988. 
   
 
Boff, Leonardo. Ecclesiogenesis: The Base Communities Reinvent the Church. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1986. 
 
Bowman, Ray, and Eddy Hall. When Not to Build: An Architect’s Unconventional Wisdom for the Growing 
Church. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1992, 2000. 
 
Callahan, Kennon L. Effective Church Leadership: Building on the Twelve Keys. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 
1990. 
 
Clark, Stephen. Building Christian Communities: Strategy for Renewing the Church. Notre Dame, IN: Ave 
Maria, 1972. 
 
Comiskey, Joel. Groups of 12: A New Way to Mobilize Leaders and Multiply Groups in Your Church. Houston, 
TX: Touch Publications, 1999. 
 
Comiskey, Joel. Home Cell Group Explosion: How Your Small Group Can Grow and Multiply. Houston, TX: 
Touch Publications, 1998. 
 
Comiskey, Joel. How to Lead a Great Cell Group Meeting . . . So People Want to Come Back. Houston, TX: 
Touch Publications, 2001. 
 
Comiskey, Joel. Reap the Harvest: How a Small-Group System Can Grow Your Church. Houston, TX: Touch 
Publications, 1999. 
 
Cook, Guillermo. The Expectation of the Poor: Latin American Base Ecclesial Communities in Protestant 
Perspective. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1985. 
 
Coote, Robert B., ed. Mustard-Seed Churches: Ministries in Small Churches. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 
1990. 
 
*Cosby, Gordon. Handbook for Mission Groups. Waco, TX: Word, 1975. 
 
Council of Bishops, United Methodist Church. Vital Congregations –– Faithful Disciples: Vision for the 
Church. Nashville: Graded Press, 1990. 
 
Crabtree, Davida Foy. The Empowering Church: How One Congregation Supports Lay People's Ministry in the 
World. Washington, DC: Alban Institute, 1989. 
 
Crandall, Ron. Turnaround Strategies for the Small Church. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 
 
Cueni, R. Robert. The Vital Church Leader. Nashville: Abingdon, 1991. 
 
Cymbala, Jim. Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire: What Happens When God’s Spirit Invades the Heart of His People. 
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997. 
 
*Dawn, Marva J. The Hilarity of Community. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992. 
 
Eller, David B., ed. Servants of the Word: Ministry in the Believers' Church. Elgin, IL: Brethren Press, 1990. 
Includes “Pastoral Leadership and the Priesthood of All Believers” by Howard A. Snyder (case study of 
Irving Park Free Methodist Church, Chicago), 101–17. 
 
Frederickson, Roger L. The Church That Refused to Die. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1991. 
 
George, Carl F., with Warren Bird. The Coming Church Revolution: Empowering Leaders for the Future. 
Grand Rapids: Fleming H. Revell, 1994. 
 
   
George, Carl F. Prepare Your Church for the Future. Tarrytown, NY: Fleming H. Revell, 1991. Especially 
Section II: “The Meta-Church Model.” 
 
Gordon, Wayne L., with Randall Frame. Real Hope in Chicago: The Incredible Story of How the Gospel is 
Transforming a Chicago Neighborhood. Grand Rapids, IL: Zondervan, 1995. 
 
Hathaway, Brian. Beyond Renewal –– The Kingdom of God. London: Word, 1990. 
 
Henderson, D. Michael. John Wesley’s Class Meeting: A Model for Making Disciples. Nappanee, IN: Evangel 
Press, 1997. 
 
Hoffman, Virginia. Birthing a Living Church. New York: Crossroad, 1988. 
 
Holsinger, James W. Awaken the Giant: 28 Prescriptions for Reviving the United Methodist Church. Nashville: 
Abingdon, 1989. 
 
Howard, Walden. Nine Roads to Renewal. Waco, TX: Word, 1967. 
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